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The Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice (OCCJ) accepted Conner &
Winters lawyer, Hayley N. Stephens, into its 2020 cohort of the Inclusive
Leadership Institute. This three-day, immersive training develops leaders who
are informed and want to challenge diversity, creating a more inclusive
workplace.

“Hayley is an exceptional lawyer and has served the Tulsa community through
many organizations. I’m very proud of the work she’s already done at the firm
through our diversity and recruiting committees, and I look forward to hearing
her recommendations on how we can improve after she completes the
program,” said Scott Hathaway, president of Conner & Winters.

Stephens was selected through a competitive application process and will join
20-30 participants from the Tulsa and Oklahoma City metro areas. Participants
will gain a tool kit for addressing diversity in personal and professional settings,
build upon their six characteristics of inclusive leadership (commitment,
courage, cognizance of bias, curiosity, cultural intelligence, and collaboration,)
and gain the ability to be an advocate for diversity and inclusion.

“The firm’s emphasis on diversity, equity, and inclusion is part of what drew me
to Conner & Winters, and I have strived to enhance the firm’s diversity and
inclusive atmosphere during my tenure here. I’m excited to continue deepening
my understanding of the connection between inclusion and organizational
success, thus, driving Conner & Winters forward in offering a more equitable
environment, and enabling me to better assist clients with their own diversity
and inclusion initiatives,” said Stephens.
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Stephens joined Conner & Winters in 2015 as an associate immediately after law school. She primarily focuses
her practice on commercial litigation and labor & employment law matters. She also serves on the firm’s
diversity, business development, and recruitment committees, as well as assists with planning events for the
firm’s Connecting Women initiative. Stephens was recently named to the inaugural Best Lawyers®: Ones to
Watch list for 2021.

Outside of the office, she serves as a board member for Youth Services of Tulsa. Stephens also enjoys spending
her free time with her beloved puppies, practicing yoga, and traveling as her busy schedule allows.

Stephens earned her Juris Doctor degree from Vanderbilt University Law School in 2015 and graduated summa
cum laude from the University of Arkansas in 2011 where she studied economics, political science, and African
American studies.
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